Boulder Mountain Fire Protection District
1905 Linden Drive

Boulder, Colorado 80304

303-440-0235

www.bmfpd.org

Dear New Mountain Resident,

As Chief of the Boulder Mountain Fire Protection District (BMFPD), | am pleased to
welcome you to your mountain home and look forward to getting to know you!

Itis important that you and your household members familiarize yourselves with the
information in this New Resident Package about living responsibly in these beautiful
foothills.

BMFPD’s mission is to provide rapid, effective, and organized responses to fire, medical,
and other emergency situations. We proactively cultivate awareness of, and assist with, fire
safety and fire mitigation endeavors in our District. BMFPD serves approximately 1,000
homes in Boulder Heights, Pine Brook Hills, Carriage Hills, Wagonwheel Gap, Buckingham
Hills, and Valley Lane areas.

Each year, we respond to approximately 150 fire, rescue, medical, accident, and service
calls with our 50+ volunteer firefighters and medics.

You have a critical role in helping to keep our community safe, so | encourage you to take
time to become acquainted with BMFPD'’s services. In this regard, here are 12 Top Safety
Tips you should observe:

e Call 911 for all emergencies, not the District office

¢ Install fire extinguishers in your kitchen, basement and garage, and carbon monoxide
detectors, and smoke alarms in your kitchen, hallways, and each bedroom*

¢ Install a reflective address marker* at your driveway’s entrance, to enable emergency
responders to find you

e COMPLETELY SOAK fireplace or stove ashes in a metal container for a minimum of 7
days before disposal. We have had to respond to fires started by improper ash disposal, so
please ask questions and learn about proper disposal practices

e Stack firewood at least 30 feet uphill from all structures (house, deck, garage, shed)
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¢ Design an evacuation plan and know your evacuation routes (see bmfpd.org/
evacuation-maps for evacuation maps). Ensure everyone in your household knows the
alternative routes to leave safety from your home.

¢ Sign up to receive emergency messages, such as evacuation orders, at
boulderodm.gov/preparedness/informed/ens/ (Cell phones won’t automatically receive
emergency messages; you must register them first.)

* Photograph, video and inventory your belongings and store this record off-site.

e Contact your insurance company and talk with local builders to make sure you are
adequately covered. A 2025 University of Colorado study of 5,000 policyholders who filed
claims in the Marshall Fire that consumed over 1,000 homes in Boulder County on
December 30, 2021, found that 74% of policy holders were under-insured.
(colorado.edu/today/2025/01/09/study-reveals-widespread-underinsurance-among-
homeowners-exposing-risk-wake-devastating)

BMFPD'’s Auxiliary has helpful information on the topic of homeowner’s insurance on its
Community & Educational Resources webpage at bmfpd.org/community-educational-

resources
e Contact our Wildfire Mitigation Superintendent at mitigation@bouldermountainfire.org to

have your property mitigated to reduce your risk from wildfire. Experience of recent
wildfires in Boulder County shows that “conditions within 100 feet of a home will determine
whether or not the structure can survive a wildfire.”
bouldercounty.gov/disasters/wildfires/mitigation/wildfire-resources-and-information/
#home-ignition-zone

BMFPD is proud of our outstanding wildfire mitigation program, which works with individual
homeowners while annually tackling larger, strategic projects across our District. We are
here to help you learn about mitigation, which is an ongoing obligation for homeowners in
our District.

¢ DO NOT feed wild animals or leave pet food outside. Doing so will encourage animals to
break into neighbors’ homes or garages, not just your own.

e Complete the enclosed File of Life and post it conspicuously in your kitchen where first
responders can find it.

* Order a reflective address marker. If we can’t find you, we can’t help you! You can also
order fire extinguishers and carbon monoxide detectors at the BMFPD Auxiliary’s
Community Safety Store: bmfpd.org/auxiliary.
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Please visit our website, bmfpd.org/ to learn more about our operations and the many
opportunities available for you to volunteer with us. We welcome you and are here to serve
you and this wonderful community.

Mike Palamara, Chief BMFPD
303-440-0235
Chief@bouldermountainfire.org
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